
Grades 7th through 9th – Summer Reading Book List 2021-2022 

Students in grades 7th – 9th will choose two books to read from the selections below. The 

students will be assessed the first week back to school in the fall. Please scroll to the 

bottom of this document for assessment details. 

7th Grade – Pick two 

 Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls 

ISBN: 978-0440412670 

Billy has long dreamt of owning not one, but two, dogs. So when he’s finally able to save up enough money 

for two pups to call his own—Old Dan and Little Ann—he’s ecstatic. It doesn’t matter that times are tough; 

together they’ll roam the hills of the Ozarks. 

Soon Billy and his hounds become the finest hunting team in the valley. Stories of their great achievements 

spread throughout the region, and the combination of Old Dan’s brawn, Little Ann’s brains, and Billy’s 

sheer will seems unbeatable. But tragedy awaits these determined hunters—now friends—and Billy learns 

that hope can grow out of despair, and that the seeds of the future can come from the scars of the past. 

 Deep Water by Watt Key 

ISBN: 978-0374306540 

It's the most important rule of scuba diving: If you don't feel right, don't go down. 

 

So after her father falls ill, twelve-year-old Julie Sims must take over and lead two of his clients on a dive 

miles off the coast of Alabama while her father stays behind in the boat. When the clients, a reckless boy 

Julie's age and his equally foolhardy father, disregard Julie's instructions during the dive, she quickly 

realizes she's in over her head. 

 

And once she surfaces, things only get worse: One of the clients is in serious condition, and their dive boat 

has vanished―along with Julie's father, the only person who knows their whereabouts. It's only a matter of 

time before they die of hypothermia, unless they become shark bait first. Though Julie may not like her 

clients, it's up to her to save them all. 

 Insignificant Events in the Life of a Cactus by Dusti Bowling 

ISBN: 978-1454923459 

Aven Green loves to tell people that she lost her arms in an alligator wrestling match, or a wildfire in 

Tanzania, but the truth is she was born without them. And when her parents take a job running Stagecoach 

Pass, a rundown western theme park in Arizona, Aven moves with them across the country knowing that 

she’ll have to answer the question over and over again. 

 

Her new life takes an unexpected turn when she bonds with Connor, a classmate who also feels isolated 

because of his own disability, and they discover a room at Stagecoach Pass that holds bigger secrets than 

Aven ever could have imagined. It’s hard to solve a mystery, help a friend, and face your worst fears. But 

Aven’s about to discover she can do it all . . . even without arms. 



 Walk Two Moons by Sharon Creech 

ISBN: 978-0060560133 

Thirteen-year-old Salamanca Tree Hiddle, proud of her country roots and the "Indian-ness in her blood," 
travels from Ohio to Idaho with her eccentric grandparents. Along the way, she tells them of the story of 
Phoebe Winterbottom, who received mysterious messages, who met a "potential lunatic," and whose 
mother disappeared. 

As Sal entertains her grandparents with Phoebe's outrageous story, her own story begins to unfold—the 
story of a thirteen-year-old girl whose only wish is to be reunited with her missing mother. 
 

 The Breadwinner by Deborah Ellis 

ISBN: 978-1554987658 

Eleven-year-old Parvana lives with her family in one room of a bombed-out apartment building in Kabul, 

Afghanistan’s capital city. Parvana’s father — a history teacher until his school was bombed and his health 

destroyed — works from a blanket on the ground in the marketplace, reading letters for people who cannot 

read or write. One day, he is arrested for the crime of having a foreign education, and the family is left 

without someone who can earn money or even shop for food. As conditions for the family grow desperate, 

only one solution emerges. Forbidden to earn money as a girl, Parvana must transform herself into a boy, 

and become the breadwinner. 

 The Girl Who Drank the Moon by Kelly Barnhill 

ISBN: 978-1616205676 

Every year, the people of the Protectorate leave a baby as an offering to the witch who lives in the forest. 

They hope this sacrifice will keep her from terrorizing their town. But the witch in the Forest, Xan, is kind. 

She shares her home with a wise Swamp Monster and a Perfectly Tiny Dragon. Xan rescues the children 

and delivers them to welcoming families on the other side of the forest, nourishing the babies with starlight 

on the journey. 

 

One year, Xan accidentally feeds a baby moonlight instead of starlight, filling the ordinary child with 

extraordinary magic. Xan decides she must raise this girl, whom she calls Luna, as her own. As Luna’s 

thirteenth birthday approaches, her magic begins to emerge--with dangerous consequences. Meanwhile, a 

young man from the Protectorate is determined to free his people by killing the witch. Deadly birds with 

uncertain intentions flock nearby. A volcano, quiet for centuries, rumbles just beneath the earth’s surface. 

And the woman with the Tiger’s heart is on the prowl . . . 

 Inside Out and Back Again by Thanhha Lai 

ISBN: 978-0061962790 

For all the ten years of her life, Hà has only known Saigon: the thrills of its markets, the joy of its traditions, 

and the warmth of her friends close by. But now the Vietnam War has reached her home. Hà and her 

family are forced to flee as Saigon falls, and they board a ship headed toward hope. In America, Hà 

discovers the foreign world of Alabama: the coldness of its strangers, the dullness of its food . . . and the 

strength of her very own family. 



8th grade:  

Stargirl – Jerry Spinelli  

ISBN-13: 978-0439444439 

 

Stargirl. From the day she arrives at quiet Mica High in a burst of color and sound, the hallways 

hum with the murmur of “Stargirl, Stargirl.” She captures Leo Borlock’s heart with just one smile. She 

sparks a school-spirit revolution with just one cheer. The students of Mica High are enchanted at first, then, 

they turn on her.  

Stargirl is suddenly shunned for everything that makes her different, and Leo, panicked and 

desperate with love, urges her to become the very thing that can destroy her: normal. In this celebration of 

nonconformity, Newbery Medalist Jerry Spinelli weaves a tense, emotional tale about the perils of 

popularity and the thrill and inspiration of first love. 

Among the Hidden – Margaret P. Haddix  

ISBN-13: 978-0689824753 

 

In a future where the Population Police enforce the law limiting a family to only two children, Luke, 
an illegal third child, has lived all his twelve years in isolation and fear on his family's farm in this start to 
the Shadow Children series from Margaret Peterson Haddix. 

Luke has never been to school. He's never had a birthday party, or gone to a friend's house for an 
overnight. In fact, Luke has never had a friend. 

Luke is one of the shadow children, a third child forbidden by the Population Police. He's lived his 
entire life in hiding, and now, with a new housing development replacing the woods next to his family's 
farm, he is no longer even allowed to go outside. 

Then, one day Luke sees a girl's face in the window of a house where he knows two other children 
already live. Finally, he's met a shadow child like himself. Jen is willing to risk everything to come out of the 
shadows -- does Luke dare to become involved in her dangerous plan? Can he afford not to? 

Teacher’s Funeral – Richard Peck  

ISBN-13: 978-0142405079 

 

If your teacher has to die, August isn't a bad time of year for it," begins Richard Peck's latest novel, 
a book full of his signature wit and sass. Russell Culver is fifteen in 1904, and he's raring to leave his tiny 
Indiana farm town for the endless sky of the Dakotas. To him, school has been nothing but a chain holding 
him back from his dreams. Maybe now that his teacher has passed on, they'll shut the school down entirely 
and leave him free to roam. 

 
No such luck. Russell has a particularly eventful season of schooling ahead of him, led by a 

teacher he never could have predicted-perhaps the only teacher equipped to control the likes of him: his 
sister Tansy. Despite stolen supplies, a privy fire, and more than any classroom's share of snakes, Tansy 
will manage to keep that school alive and maybe, just maybe, set her brother on a new, wiser course 

 

 

 



Alabama Moon-Watt Key 

ISBN—13: 978-0312384289 

For as long as ten-year-old Moon can remember, he has lived out in the forest in a shelter with his 

father.  They keep to themselves; their only contact with other human beings an occasional trip to the 

general store.  When Moon’s father dies, Moon follows his father’s last instructions:  to travel to Alaska and 

find others like themselves.  But Moon is soon caught and entangled in a world he doesn’t understand; 

he’s become the property of the government he has been avoiding all his life.  As he encounters 

constables, jails, institutions, and true friends, he adapts his wilderness skills and learns to survive in the 

outside world. 

9th grade: 

Ali Cross –James Patterson  

ISBN-10: 0316530417 

 

Ali Cross has always looked up to his father, former detective and FBI agent Alex Cross. While 

solving some of the nation's most challenging crimes, his father always kept his head and did the right 

thing. Can Ali have the same strength and resolve? 

When Ali's best friend Gabe is reported missing, Ali is desperate to find him. At the same time, a 

string of burglaries targets his neighborhood -- and even his own house. With his father on trial for a crime 

he didn't commit, it's up to Ali to search for clues and find his friend. But being a kid sleuth isn't easy -- 

especially when your father warns you not to get involved! -- and Ali soon learns that clues aren't always 

what they seem. Will his detective work lead to a break in Gabe's case or cause even more trouble for the 

Cross family? 

 

Cold Sassy Tree-Olive Ann Burns 

 
ISBN-13: 978-0618919710 

 
The one thing you can depend on in Cold Sassy, Georgia, is that word gets around—fast. When Grandpa 

E. Rucker Blakeslee announces one July morning in 1906 that he's aiming to marry the young and 

freckledy milliner, Miss Love Simpson—a bare three weeks after Granny Blakeslee has gone to her 

reward—the news is served up all over town with that afternoon's dinner. And young Will Tweedy suddenly 

finds himself eyewitness to a major scandal. Boggled by the sheer audacity of it all, and not a little jealous 

of his grandpa's new wife, Will nevertheless approves of this May-December match and follows its 

progress with just a smidgen of youthful prurience. As the newlyweds' chaperone, conspirator, and 

confidant, Will is privy to his one-armed, renegade grandfather's second adolescence; meanwhile, he does 

some growing up of his own. He gets run over by a train and lives to tell about it; he kisses his first girl, and 

survives that too. 

Lockdown –Walter Dean Myers 

 
ISBN-13: 978-1440784484 
 

It seems as if the only progress that's going on at Progress juvenile facility is moving from juvy jail 

to real jail. Reese wants out early, but is he supposed to just sit back and let his friend Toon get jumped? 

Then Reese gets a second chance when he's picked for the work program at a senior citizens' home. He 



doesn't mean to keep messing up, but it's not so easy, at Progress or in life. One of the residents, Mr. 

Hooft, gives him a particularly hard time. If he can convince Mr. Hooft that he's a decent person, not a 

criminal, maybe he'll be able to convince himself. 

              Acclaimed author Walter Dean Myers offers an honest story about finding a way to make it without 

getting lost in the shuffle. This book has won the Coretta Scott King Book Award.  

 

The Secret Life of Bees – Sue Monk Kidd 

ISBN-13: 978-0142001745 

 

The Secret Life of Bees was a New York Times bestseller for more than two and a half years, 
a Good Morning America “Read This” Book Club pick and was made into an award-winning film starring 
Dakota Fanning, Queen Latifah, Jennifer Hudson, and Alicia Keys. A coming of age tale set in South 
Carolina in 1964, The Secret Life of Bees will appeal to fans of Kathryn Stockett’sThe Help and Beth 
Hoffman’s Saving CeeCee Honeycutt, and tells the story of Lily Owens, whose life has been shaped 
around the blurred memory of the afternoon her mother was killed. 

When Lily’s fierce-hearted black “stand-in mother,” Rosaleen, insults three of the town’s most 
vicious racists, Lily decides they should both escape to Tiburon, South Carolina—a town that holds the 
secret to her mother’s past. There they are taken in by an eccentric trio of black beekeeping sisters who 
introduce Lily to a mesmerizing world of bees, honey, and the Black Madonna who presides over their 
household. This is a remarkable story about divine female power and the transforming power of love—a 
story that women will continue to share and pass on to their daughters for years to come.  

It received critical acclaim and was a New York Times bestseller list. It won the2004 Book Sense 
Book of the Year Awards (Paperback), and was nominated for the Orange Broadband Prize for Fiction. 

The Graveyard Book – Neil Gaimen  

ISBN-13: 978-0060530945 

 

In this Newbery Medal-winning novel, Bod is an unusual boy who inhabits an unusual place—he's 
the only living resident of a graveyard. Raised from infancy by the ghosts, werewolves, and other cemetery 
denizens, Bod has learned the antiquated customs of his guardians' time as well as their ghostly 
teachings—such as the ability to Fade so mere mortals cannot see him. Can a boy raised by ghosts face 
the wonders and terrors of the worlds of both the living and the dead? And then there are being such as 
ghouls that aren't really one thing or the other. 

The Graveyard Book won the Newbery Medal and the Carnegie Medal and is a Hugo Award 
Winner for Best Novel. 

Summer reading beginning of the year assessments (7-8) 

2020-2021 

 

SEE BELOW 
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Directions: Read each task and the criteria for all four projects. Select one project to complete for one 

of your summer reading novels. Circle or highlight your choice below and turn it in with your project. 
 

Task #1: Dear Abby 
 

Imagine that you are allowed to give one character 
some advice or words of wisdom. Write a letter to 
one of the characters that offers them some wise 
advice that can help them in the novel. Be sure to use 
specific evidence from the novel as support. 

Task #2: Word Cloud Collage 
 

Create a Word Cloud Collage of words, phrases, and 
sentences from the novel that describes the novel to 
someone who has never read it. You may select to 
cover the entire novel or focus on a single element 
(character, setting, theme, etc.) 

Task #3: Morning Announcements 
 

Imagine that your school is trying to encourage 
reading by promoting a different book each morning 
during announcements. You have been selected to 
write an announcement for the novel you just read. 
Create a 30 second advertisement that will describe 
the novel and the reasons why other students at your 
school should read the novel. 

Task #4: Trading Places 
 

Imagine that you wake up one morning and have 
become the main character in the novel. What would 
you do differently in the novel? Use textual evidence to 
explain why you would change things or keep them the 
same. 

Criteria #1: Dear Abby 
 

Your letter should include:  
> At least one piece of advice or words of wisdom 
that would help out one of the characters in the 
novel.  
> Explanation of why this advice would help out the 
character.  
> Textual evidence to help support your explanation. 
Evidence should be specific information from the 
novel. 
 > Letter should be THREE paragraphs. 

Criteria #2: Word Cloud Collage 
 

Your Word Cloud Collage should include:  
> A minimum of 50 words (that includes word, phrases, 
and sentences) that describes the novel or one element 
of the novel (character, setting, theme, etc.)  
> Book title should be included in the Word Cloud 
Collage.  
> Entire page should be covered.  
> Eye-catching and neat design to draw in a potential 
reader.  
This should encourage someone to read the novel. 



Criteria #3: Morning Announcements 
 

Your response should include:  
> A 30 second advertisement that includes a brief 
description of the novel and reasons why other 
students should read this novel. > Reasons should 
include specific evidence from the text along with 
your own personal insights/opinions on the novel.  
> A catchy tagline that will help others remember the 
novel and hook them into wanting to read the novel. 

Criteria #4: Trading Places 
 

Your response should include:  
> A detailed explanation of what you would do 
differently if you traded places with the main character 
and why you would make those changes OR a detailed 
explanation of what decisions/actions would stay the 
same and why you did not want to make changes.  
> Explanation should be supported with textual 
evidence and/or a personal connection, opinion, or 
insight.  
> Response should be THREE paragraphs in length. 

 


